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ELLES, Octavius 
 

Private, 8233 
2nd Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment 
formerly 22820, Hussars 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 14th July 1916  
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 27 years 
 

Octavius Elles was born on 18th June 1888 
into a well respected Haverhill family.  His 
father, William Riddesdale Elles, came from a 
long tradition of innkeepers on both sides of 
his family, and was the publican, and licensed 
victualler at the Rose & Crown Inn on the 
Withersfield Road. 
 

His mother, Fanny Jane Glasscock came from 
Hertfordshire farming stock.  She was 
appointed assistant infant mistress at the 

Haverhill Board School, later to be known as The Cangle School, when it was 
opened in 1877.  In 1879 she was to return as its headteacher after a period at 
Wixoe School. 
 

Fanny took up residence in the infant 
teacher’s school house at that time.  Most 
unusually for that era she was not 
required to resign when she married the 
following year. She continued in post 
throughout her eleven pregnancies!  
Luckily her husband’s aunt, Maria Louisa 
Fell, was able to help out as a stipendiary 
monitor on occasion. 
 
The school house became the family home and most, if not all of the children were 
born there.  Octavius was the eighth of those children and he was christened on the 
10th August 1888 in the Haverhill parish church of St Mary the Virgin. 
 

Octavius did not follow his father into the hotel business.  In 1911, at 22, he was a 
joiner and unmarried.  He was a member of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners. An older brother Conrad, one of twins, was already a serving soldier 
and was later to be awarded the D.C.M.  Their mother died in January 1914. 
 
Octavius served in the 20th Hussars which had a high profile at the start of the war.  
He had enlisted in Colchester in October 1914. This regiment bridged the gap 
between the British Expeditionary Force and the French 5th Army, and claims to have 
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taken part in the first cavalry action of the war.  His regiment saw action at Mons, 
Marne, Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. 
 

By the summer of 1916 Octavius was no longer in the Hussars but serving as a 
private with the Royal Irish Regiment.  This regiment took part in the battle of the 
Somme - a sustained offensive that started on 1st July and carried on for some 
weeks.  Thirteen divisions of commonwealth forces, supported by French troops to 
the south, attacked a line from Gommercourt to Mariencourt with catastrophic losses.  
 
The 2nd Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment moved into assembly on 13th July 1916 at 
Mametz Wood and launched their attack on Bazentin-le-Petit on the 14th.  
Passing through the 2nd R Warwicks they gained the village and despite counter 
attacks and heavy artillery held the ground gained until relieved in the evening when 
they marched back to Mametz Wood. They had suffered over 300 casualties. 

 
Octavius died on 14th 
July 1916 alongside so 
many of his comrades, 
and with no known 
grave his war service 
is commemorated on 
the Thiepval memorial. 
 

 

Photo courtesy of 
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Octavius’ father died just a year later and was buried in his wife’s grave in Haverhill 
Cemetery.  His grandmother too, Sarah Fell late Elles who had been the proprietress 
of the Rose & Crown for 50 years, had died just before the war.  So the Elles family 
connection with Haverhill and the Rose & Crown ended and hence there was no 
family wreath at the unveiling of the war memorial. 


